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CITIZEN, 


W uen I confider how great has been, and ftill is, the 
rage for perfecution of thofe whofe actions and fentiments hap- 
pen to be anti-minifterial, and what fhameful, what abfurd 
conftructions minifters have attempted to place upon words and 
expreffions, in order to make them treafonous or feditious» 
when there has been not the leaft pretext;for fuch conftruciions, 
but were evidently defigned to keep the minds of the people in 
awe and fubjection, and to prevent that candid, open inveftiga- 
tion of truth and juftice, whereby they would be brought to a 
proper fenfe of their own rights, and the Minifter’s pertidy ; I 
fay, when I contemplate thus, my foul is filled with mixed 
emotions of horror, deteftation, and regret—of horror and de- 
teftation, at the villainy of a few individuals—of regret, at the 
opprefled flate of fo many thoufands. 

Indeed, I think it the duty of every man, who has the good 
of this country at heart, to fummon up all his powers againft 
fuch operations, and to counteract, and expofe, by the utmott 
exertion of his abilities, however poor, fuch oppreffive fieps. 

Thofe were the refiections which induced me to take-up my 
weak poetic pen at prefent; and, if you think it merits a place 
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in your PHILANTHROPIST, you will very much oblige an ad. 
mirer of your periodical works, if you will infert the following 


little 
TALE. 


WHEN call’d upon to give a toaft, 
Some fhort time fince, I gave what moft, 
T thought my friends would like, and a// approve: 
“© May Liberty her joys extend 
«© O’er all the world, from end to end, 
«¢ And all be friendfhip, and fraternal love !” 


But foon my friends rebuk’d my words ; 
They cry’d fedition, treafon, fwords, 
Guns, pikes, piftols, plots, and maffacre, 

La guillotine, rebellion, Paine, 


Democracy, and all the train, 


Of horrid words that found of Liberty ! 


They threaten’d to inform, and faid, 
If I was not a friend, my head 

The coft of fuch a treas’nous toaft fhould tell ; 
For, if the Reevites they but told, 
Apartments I would quickly hold, 

Where late we faw th’ acquitted felon’s* dwell. 


«* For know,” they cry’d ‘* what you advance, 
«¢ ’Tis clear are now the views of France, 
«(And furely ought fhe does t’were bafe to ape) ; 
«« Therefore go home, be cautious, friend, 
«The caufe of loyalty defend, 
«© And think you happy that you now efcape.” 


I flood amaz'd, and thunderftruck, 
And ponder’d long, but nothing fpoke ; 
Where is the treafon in my toaft, I thought! 


* Thofe worthy patriots, Meffrs. Hardy, Tooke, &c. who lately underwent 
avigid minute trial at the Old Bailey, for High Treafon, but who were found 
guiltlefs by a refpectable jury , have been called, in the Houic of Commons, “ ace 


** guitted felons.’® 
What 
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What is it I have done, or faid, 
That fhould endanger thus my head, 
And threaten ills my ign’rance near had wrought ! 


But yet ’tis all in vain! we know 

As Minifters fhall w7//, ’tis fo! 

I therefore anfwered not, but home did poft, 
Tho’ hard I thought my cafe, e’en glad 
To find what nice efeape I’d made ; 

And {wore I ne’er again would give a toaft. 


J. E. W. 





For THE PHILANTHROPIST. 


Mr. Epiror. 






















The early infertion of the following quotation, will be efteemed 
a favour, and occafionally I will take the liberty of trou- 
bling you with others of the fame fort of divinity, which being 
political, I conceive to be as neceffary to human happinefs, 
as religious. I remain, in Fraternity, vour’s, We] 

LITTLE DIPPER. | 


a 


EXCELLENCE OF A FREE STATE. 
Y¥ MARCHMONT NEDHAM. 


Reafons why the Government fhould be in the Hands of the 
People. 


Because this form is moft fuitable to the nature and 
reafon of mankind: for, as Cicero faith, ‘* Manis a noble 
creature, born with affeCtions to rule, rather than obey ; 
there being in every man a natural appetite or defire of prin. 
cipality.” And therefore the reafon why one man is con- 
tent to fubmit to the government of another, is, not becaufe 
he conceives himfelf to have lefs right than another to ii 
govern; but either becaufe he finds himfclf lefs able, or elfe 
becaufe he judgeth it will be more convenient for himfelf, and 
that community whereof he is a member, if he fubmits unto 
another’s 
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another's government. Nemini parere vult animus a natura 
bene informatus, nifi, Sc. faith the fame Cicero: that is to fay, in 
honeft Englith, ‘* A mind well inftru¢ted by the light of nature, 
will pay obedience unto none but fuch as command, dire, or go- 
vern, for its good and benefit.” From both which paffages and 
expreffions of that oracle of human wifdom, thefe three inferen. 
ces do naturally arife: firft, that by the light of nature people 
are taught to be their own carvers and contrivers, in the fram- 
ing of that government under which they mean to live. Se. 
condly, that none are to prefide in government, or fit at the 
helm, but fuch as fhall be judged fit, and chofen- by the peo- 
ple. ‘hirdly, that the people are the only proper judges of 
the convenience or inconvenience of a government when itis 
erected, and of the behaviour of governors after they are chofen: 
which three deductions appear to be no more, but an explana- 
tion of this moft excellent maxim, That the original and foun- 
tain of all juft power and government is in the people. 


‘This being fo, that a free-ftate-government by the people, 


that is, by their fucceflive reprefentatives, or fupreme affem. 
blics, duly chofen, is moft natural, and only. fuitable to the 
rcafon of mankind ; then it follows, that the other forms, 
whether it be of a flanding power in the hands of a particular 
perfon, asa king ; or of a fet number of great ones, as in a f{e- 
nate, are befides the di€tates of nature, being mere artificial 
devices of great men, fquared out only to ferve the ends and 
inierefls of avarice, pride and ambition of a few, to a vaffalizing 
of the community. The truth whereof appears fo much the 
more, if we confider, that a confent and free election of the 
people, which is the moft natural way and form of governing, 
hath no real eficét in the other forms ; but is either fupplanted § 
by craft and cuftom, or fwallowed up by a pernicious pretence 
of right (in one Gr many) to govern, only by virtue of an here- 
ditary fuceciion. Now certainly, were there no other argu- 
ment to prove the excellency of government by the people, de 
beyond the other forms; yet this one might fuffice, that in the 
people's form, men have liberty to make ufe of that reafon and 
underftanding God hath given them, in chufing of governors, 
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and providing for their own fafetv in government: but in the 
other forms of a ftanding power, all authority being entailed to 





certain perfons and families, in a courfe of inheritance, men 
are always deprived of the ufe of their reafon about choice of 
sovernors, and forced to receive chem bli dly, and at all adven- 
ture: which courfe being fo deftru@tive to -he reafon, common 
intereft, and maje‘ty of that noble creature, called man, that 
he fhould not in a matter of fo high confequence as govern- 
ment, (wherein the good and fafety of all is concerned) have a 
frecdom of choice and judgment, muft needs be the moft irra- 
tional and brutith principle in the world, and fit only to be 
hiffed out of the world, together with all forms of ftanding 
power (whether in kings, or others) which have ferved for no 
other end, but to transform men into beafts, and mortified 
mankind with mifery through all generations. 

The truth of this is evident all the world over ; firft, by fad 
examples of monarchy : for the kingly form having been re- 
tained in a courfe of inheritance, men being forced to take 
what comes next for a governor, whether it be male or fe- 
male, a wife man or a fool, good or bad; fo that the major 
part of hereditary princes have been tyrannous and wicked by 
nature, or made fo by education and opportunity : the people 
have been for the moft part bandied to and fro, with their lives 
and fortunes, at the will and pleafure of fome one fingle un- 
worthy fellow, who ufually affumes the greater confidence in 
his unrighteous dealing, becaufe he knows the people are tied 
in that form to him and his, though he practife all the injuf- 
tice in the world. ‘This was it that brought on tyranny in 

Rome, firft under their kings, afterwards under emperors : 4 
for it is to be obferved out of the ftory, that all thofe em- 
perors which have ruled by right of inkeritance, proved moft 
of them no better than favage beafts, and all of them wicked, 
except Titus. “Tis true indced, that a nation may have fome 
rcfpite, and recruit now and then, by the virtue and valour of 
a fingle prince ; yet this is very rare ; and when it doth hap- 
pen, it ufually lafts ne longer than for his life, becaufe his fon 
or fucceflor ( for the mofi part) proves more weak or vicions 
than 
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than himfelf was virtuous, as you may fee in the feveral lifts 
of kings throughout Great Britain, France, Spain, and all the 
world. But this is ‘not all the inconvenience, that hereditary 
princes have been, and are for the moft part wicked in their 
own perfons: for, as great inconveniences happen by their be- 
ing litigious in their titles ; witnefs the bluody difputes be- 
tween the princes of the blood in France, as alfo in England, 
between the two houfes of York and Lancafter: to which 
many more might be reckoned out of all other kingdoms; 
which miferies the people might have avoided, had they not 
been tied to one particular line of fucceffion. Therefore, if any 
kingly form be tolerable, it muft be that which is by election, 
chofen by the people’s reprefentatives, and made an officer of 
truft by them, to whom they are to be accountable. And here- 
in, as kings are onl tolerable upon this account, as elective; 
fo thefe elective kings are as intolerable upon another account, 
becaufe their prefent greatnefs gives them opportunity ever to 
practife fuch flights, that in a fhort time, the government that 
they received only for their own lives, will become entailed 
upon their families ; whereby rhe people’s eleCtion will be made 
of no effect further, than for fafhion, to mock the poor peo- 
ple, and adorn the triumphs of an afpiring tyranny ; as it 
hath been feen in the elective kingdoms of Bohemia, Poland, 
Hungary, and Sweden, where the forms of election were, and 
are {till retained ; but the power fwallowed up, and the king- 
doms made hereditary ; not only in Sweden, by the artifice of 
Guftavus Ericus ; but alfo in Poland, and the Empire ; where 


the people’s right of election was foon eaten out by the cun- 
ning of the two families of Cafimir and Auftria. 


Let this ferve to manifeft, that a government by a free elec- 
tion and confent of the people, fettled in a due and orderly 
fucceflion of their fupreme afiemblics, is more confonant to the 
light of nature and reafon,; and -confequently much more ex- 
cellent than any hereditary flanding power whatfoever. To 
take off all mif-conftructions ; when we mention the people, 
obferve all along, that we do not mean the confufed promif- 
cuous body of the people, nor any part of the people who have 

forfeited 
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forfeited their rights by delinquency, neutrality, or apoftacy, 


&c. in relation to the divided ftate of any nation; for they are 
not to be reckoned within the lifts of the people. 
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ANEW SONG. 



























“* Ev’ry joy, ev'ry forrow, 
“© Here to-day, there to-morrow.” 


V \ HAT isa Song?—a happy thing ! 
It glads the peafant, charms the king: 
The moft endearing, the moft gay, 
Of all the joys that crowd the way 

To death! 
Friendfhip and wrath, and hope and grief, 
Ina deep chorus find relief ; 





Th’ varying notes, now high now low, 


d With diff’rent tranfports overflow 

le The breath! 

% The honeft fwain, the mighty lord, 

it Who wield the reed, and who the {word : 

d, Around the bowl attentive wait ; 

A Some in the palace, at the gate 

e- Some meet, 

of And amplify the paffing hour ; 

‘ih With the /ewd ftories of the Bow’r. 

* While thofe within, as thefe without, | a 
Rob comfort—even from the gout. . Ve 

i Tis fo! ni if 

ely Ev’n fuch the fympathy, the love, i? 

the That charms th’ heav’nly hoft above. { 1 

wr Spheres join the gen’ral voice : and then, 4 if 

To Reverberate then ! fing again. | 

oe, But, ah! | pe 

ary That peace, that love, that vernal joy, 

_ Once fill’d the mighty King of Troy : 


Devoted 
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Devoted Troy! a while, a while, 
No tongue to fpeak, no heart to fmile 
Remains!!! 
The Greeks, exulting, prefs the ground, 
And arrowy death imbattles round. 
Now Priam, now his haplefs Troy 
Falls !—victims to intemp’rate joy. P 
Say, fay, 
Where now thofe fouls fo want to feel, 
Indignant at the lifted fteel. 
So wont to fing, fo wont to laugh, 
(But life is fleet as any chaff)! 
Still indolent, ftill infecure, “ 
We fing and dance and fcoff the poor : 
While madd'ning friends annoy our lives, 
Our feeble infants, and our wives. ; 
Say! fay ! a: 
Is this that Liberty, that good, 1 
Our fathers ranfom"d with their blood? y 
This, that humanity, that fame, 7 
So long attach’d to Briton’s name! 
No! no! 
Then what’s a Song ?—a filly thing ! r.( 
Enfnares the peafant, glads the king ; g 
‘The goblets thine, the foes advance : F 
Freedom is loft—while freemen dance. N 
The danger magnifies ; each hour, each day, F 
‘Truth grows oblique, and Tyrants crowd the way, feald 
Roufe! roufe! S. 
Let venal joy, and venal tranfports ceafe ; F. 
Amend your manners, and reftore fair peace ; unde 
Amend your manners, ev'ry thing befide excel 
Will roll profufive as the flowing tide Geor 
‘To all around :—Reform your laws! and then, S. 
You muft be wealthy happy honeft men!!! and ¢ 
an feclin 
MOU A.M. L. ,  fituti 
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